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this is so ; but Mr. Parker ought to know that what is meant
by "immediate reduction" is reduction as complete as
possible at the time of operation in contradistinction to the
old method of allowing the foot to remain in the deformed,
or in nearly the deformed, position for some days, and then
applying gradual extension. While such partial immediate
reduction " is all that can be attained in many cases, I can-
not admit that it is so always; for in other instances, as in
most cases of talipes equinus, the foot may be placed at
once in a normal position. Mr. Parker seems, however, to
ignore the possibility of deformity depending upon the
contraction of one tendon alone. I cannot quite understand
the object of his letter ; it is evidently written without
much care, as he has not quoted my book correctly. If he
had read the context of the first quotation which he makes,
he would have seen that the procedure recommended was
in reference to treatment by " assiduous bandaging to a
splint without tenotomy," and not treatment after opera-
tion. The second quotation, however, rightly applies to
the subject; but I have explained above (an explanation
which can hardly be necessary to the majority of your
readers) why 1 did not advocate the plan of "immediate
reduction" when I published my book, "The Surgery of
Deformities." 1 am, Sire, yours truly,
Queen Anne-street, W., March 12th, 1888. NOBLE SMITH.

METROPOLITAN PROVIDENT DISPENSARIES.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SiRs,-The following resolutions have been agreed to by 
a committee of medical men appointed to consider the a

objections to be taken to the scheme of the above Associa- p d
tion, and I have been instructed to invite the attention of h
members of the profession to the subject, and to obtain the a

signatures of such as are disposed to acquiesce in the views d

expressed, or to offer suggestions in the matter :- t

"Resolved that-1. The resolutions adopted at a public
meeting held at the Society of Arts in December, 1887,
cannot be accepted as embodying the opinion of the medical
profession. 2. That objections to the scheme of the Metro-
politan Provident Medical Association are based on the
following grounds: (a) Provision for medical attendance r
on those unable to pay the fees required in ordinary
practice is already amply provided for by existing 

1

charitable institutions or by the individual or collective (
efforts of general practitioners. (b) Measures hitherto
taken by the lay public to establish so-called Provident
Medical Institutions have invariably resulted in intro-
ducing a system of unhealthy competition, detrimental
alike to the best interests of the profession and sub-
versive of its influence with the general public. (c) The
wholesale distribution of handbills by the organisers of any
scheme of medical relief is to be condemned as much as
similar action on the part of individual members of the
profession. 3. The committee would further suggest that,
in order to carry out the principles embodied in these reso-
lutions, it is desirable, in order to preserve the rights of
general practitioners, that an organisation be formed for
that purpose."

It will be observed that it is proposed to form a deflnite
organisation to oppose this scheme, and the following
members of the committee or myself will be glad to receive
the names of all members of the profession who are willing
to co-operate: Dr. Cohen, 195, Sutherland-avenue, Maida-
vale, W. ; Dr. Maunsell, St. Mark’s House, Bolingbroke-road,
S.W.; Dr. Paramore, 2, Gordon-square, W.C. ; Mr. Kisch,
Abingdon House, Sutherland-avenue, Maida-vale, W.; Dr.
Sargent, High-street, Shadwell ; Mr. Wainwright, 230,
Brunswick-road, Poplar ; Mr. Simson (treasurer), 110,
Lavender-hill, S.W.

1 remain, Sirs, yours faithfully,
F. H. CORBYN. Hon. Sec.

18, Abercorn-place, St, Tohn’s Wood, March, 1888.

P.S.-The resolution passed at the Society of Arts was in
favour of establishing Metropolitan Provident Dispensaries
all over London.

TIIE annual meeting of the governors of the Royal
London Ophthalmic Hospital was held on the 13th inst.,
when satisfactory general, financial, and medical reports
were presented and adopted.

MANCHESTER.

(From our own Correspondent.)

FEVER. HOSPITALS.

THE opposition which was made on various grounds to
the building of a new fever hospital by the SalfordCorpora.
on the Eccles New-road appears to have been overcome.
The Local Government Board have refused to interfere in the
matter on the ground of having no legal locu8 standi, and an
exhaustive report on the whole question has been pub.
lished by the officer of health to the borough, in which
he deals seriatim with the several specific objections raised.
He asserts that no harm has been shown to arise from the
proximity of a fever hospital to dwelling-houses, and quotes
from the experience of other hospitals situated in populous
districts. But in none of these is small-pox treated, a
disease which the Salford authorities may find themselves
at any time called upon to make provision for, the arrange"
ments now existing for the treatment of these cases in the
hospital belonging to the Royal Infirmary being only of a
temporary character, and liable at any time to be terminated
by the latter body. Another objection, the proximity of the
proposed site to the borough sewage works, he considers in
some respects an advantage, ad affording facilities for the
immediate and separate treatment of the hospital sewage,
without its passing at all into the public sewers. From in.
formation obtained from some towns where similar worka
are in operation, he states that no harm could arise to the
patients, and that any nuisance that may possibly arise is
directly controllable by the Corporation itself. Thisevidence,
however, hardly agrees with that given by Dr. Carpenter,
and quoted in " Wilson’s Hygiene," as to outbreaks of
diarrhoea at Christ Church Workhouse caused by emana-
tions given off from sewage works at Spitalfields.
Without in the least degree depreciating Dr. Tatham’s able
report, it would no doubt have given more satisfaction,
especially to the opponents of the site, had some independent

; opinion been obtained from an expert or sanitarian having
special knowledge of the subject. Some attention has
recently been directed to the question of fever hospital

, accommodation in our own city. As many of your readera
, know, Manchester as a corporation has no hospital of its
: own, but contracts with the Royal Infirmary to treat its
; cases of infectious disease. Serious allegations have lately
L been made in the public press that patients suffering from
- typhoid cannot obtain admission to hospital without pay-
1 ment, and as a consequence the very class who most need
- 

careful treatment and skilled nursing throughout adangerous
and tedious illness are left at their own homes, too often

7overcrowded, with diminished chances of recovery, and to
s be a possible source of danger to others. That this should

be so reflects no credit upon either our largest and wealthiest
medical charity or the health authorities of our city, and it

 is probable that something more may yet be heard of this
,f subject.

OWENS COLLEGE.

The Court of Governors, at their last meeting, re-electea
the Duke of Devonshire as president of the College for the
ensuing five years. In 1883 the Court made certain regula-
tions for the admission of women as students of the College,
experimentally, for a term of five years. That period
having now elapsed, and the experiment having proved
satisfactory and successful, permanent arrangements have
been made for continuing the same on a more liberal basis
even than heretofore. At the same meeting it was stated
that the extensive building operations of the last few years,
by which class rooms and laboratories for zoology, botany,
geology, and mineralogy, &c., had been provided, had
rendered it incumbent to raise additional funds, and an
urgent appeal is put forth for &pound;45,000 to free them of present
debt.

SMALL-POX.

Cases of small-pox continue to arise, but as yet not to an
extent to cause any alarm, though, owing to the epidemic at
Sheflield, much more is heard about them than would other-
wise be the case. Since the beginning of the year there
have been nearly 100 cases in Manchester and Salford, and

, about a dozen more in the surrounding townships, It is
s reassuring to know that our health authorities are fully

alive to their responsibilities in regard to this disease.


